Cnce you are on the Rue des Minimes, @ke the stone path that
goes up to the chapel. After 100 metres, keep to the left and
walk between the two boundary stones. Thess stones were
once called phallic stones and were thnuglﬂ to be petrified
human beings that could help to remedy stenl
After the boundory stonss, furn nght and go r.pmﬂied)ﬂpa‘m
:JFrom the square you can admire the river Saone that flows
through the valley. When it floods, it covers the surrounding
fields, producing a rich natural fertliser. It also provides a
navigation channel which used to make the Sacne valley
vulnerable to attack. This is the reason that farms around here
are fortified.
102} The Chapel and the Chateau des Minimes: a
feudal e once stood on the Minimes
site. It was the monastery and home of the
Reverend Minimes fathers. The castle was destroyed

Mumber 1 South Quay: the house on 1,'cm.lr right 1 : in 1793. The Chapel des Minimes became famous thanks to
Saint Cure d'Ars who particulariy lowved the place.

has an endosed courtyard with access to the
ross the square then go round the chape! by its nght to readh the Tower.

river. [t was once a landing stage for the horses
pullln%‘!l.| ges along the towpath alongside the
L The Minimes Tower: built in 1843 by a M. Voisin. It was restored in
2002 and is now owned by the town. It is around 20 metres high. The

ind this house, on the Rue du , Was
a hotel which welcomed travellers amriving by

Parc des Minimes was created by Treyves, who designed the famous
gardens in Wichy.

boat.
@ The vineyard of Minimes Tower: during the 197 century there were many wine-growers in Montmerle
who cuftivated the wvines in summer and were chair-makers in winter. Most of the vineyards
disappeared between 1555 andlBSvETDdav the Mmnimes vineyards are the last sign of this lost
tradition, but it is revived in September each year during European Heritage Days - a celebratory grape
harvest tlzvent organised by the Brotherhood of Minimes knights [La confrerie des chevaliers des
Minimes -
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O 40T goes on yournight next
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At number 23 Rue des Minimes you can stll make out some old
advertising on the wall.

la Marie {Town Hall Square). From 1890 to 1972, the Town Hall was a
girls' school. In 1572 the schools in the town were merged under the
current schioo! group name of MWidk Micheyl"
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the Place du Marche [Market Square] % 5 Eé"ﬁi‘&"m%&o'ﬂm o
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Start in front of the touwrist information office. Youw are in the Place de ap‘%%{}
D e

ﬂ towards the River S5aone. A market is held here
every Thursday and Sunday morming in winter.

m
e You are now on the gquayside, where the 50
Montmerlois (the people of Montmerie) like e
: il
to stroll along in the shade of the plane trees, - w""‘xt& %
which were planted in 1845. There is a market F\}UB %v A Qb‘
here every Sunday moming from April to de Che‘if
September. Go to the right and continue along -'Jrliﬁ
the quayside for about 100 metres.

om number 7 Rue du Port, there is a stone plague marking the level

reached by the River Saone in 1840 during one of the worst floods ever
known. After this disastrous event, flood doors' were built in houses on
the banks of the river, giving an escape route to people in these terraced
properties at times of flooding. These flood doors and markers are a
reminder of the sometimes dangerous proximity of the River Saone.

@At number 24 Rue des Minimes you will be passing the emtrance to the Chateau de la Zeille. Buik in 1810, its
former owmner, Jean-Pierre Higonique, was a theatre entreprensur in Bordeaux and Lyon. Later it became the

e‘.lique Bedin House: Number 12 Rue du Port has a stone on its gates
=
property of M. Farfouillon, an architect in Lyon.

ngraved with the letters ‘NB" This stone marked the marriage of Doctor
Francois Nique and Miss Bedin in 1894 This large bourgeois house was
originally a farm, te which a directoire-style wing added in 1830,

On the ide at the end of the
leFtue dquuaﬁf’ort, there is a
laundry-boat once  used
washerwomen and abandoned in

1922

The Rue du Port takes its name
from its direct access to the port

At number 14 Rue des Minimes, you will find 2 well which takes its name — puits a bonnet- (bonnet-well)
from its shape. The pump was huxtoln 1843 and has a triangular section on top. In fact, wells supplied many
houses until 1957. The water in the wells came either from the watsr table or from rainwater. The wells
were strictly regulated to ensure good relations between neighbours.

(Fair Street] thers is another flood-level marker. 3
: @ Go down the Rue de la Foire: have you heard of the famous horse fair of Church Saint-Nicholas: Built in 1835 in a neo-classic style, the church was commisioned by A

tha 5 . This harbo
;Insideer\;!on;l imI;Drtant Lil::avr:ii Montmerle? At one time, there four fairs. The most famous of them Priest Guyoux, Vicar of Montmerle. He was the inventor of the equatorial sundial. There -
point, in particular because the was areated in 1605. It t_“!Sa"T-‘“ 3" September and |asted for about three remain about a dozen of these sundials, particularly one in the Trappist Abbey des ?}.—
2 . As well as the diverse goods arriving by land and river during the . . %umbp_s in Plantay. iy |

famous boat ‘Le Parisien’ stopped
there until the 1930s. Le Parisien
sailed between Lyon and Chalon-
sur-5aone, carrying goods in its
hold and 50 to 80 NEErs on
its decks. The round trip took two

15" century, you would find 2,500 to 3,000 horses at the fair. Today, the
fair only lasts two days but is stll one of the main events in September. m;u.rbad g A e

Pioce de 'Eglise and'tum ﬂ'uedenm'rmm

At the end of the Rue de [z Foire, you are back at the quayside. On your
right you can admire the Parc de I Batellerie which was once Montmerle's
fairground. The tiered quayside was where the boats were unloaded.
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@.ﬂt number 13 Ruse de Lyon you can see a wrought iron
fanlight from 1780, representing a craftsman’s tools (an
axe, 3 compass, 3 set square). It might be proof that this
plac\e was a stopping-point on the Trade Guilds' tour
around France. (Tour de France de Compagnonnage).

At number 18 Rue de Lyon: go through an entrance on your right. You are now in the Passage des Mariniers
[The mariners’ zlley) another reminder of the |mp-umm:\e of the river Saone to the town. This alley is named
after those who navigated the river in barges amying goods or equipment and whe stopped in Montmerle.

R,
]

IgFri:u'n here, you can admire the island
of Montmerle. It used to be meadow
land. Teday it is covered by poplar
trees. Cattle used to graze here,
transported across the Saone on a

special fermy for animals.

To reach the Rue du Port, do not foliow the queyside but the street just next to it
Rue du Port: How can you miss the Montmerle Bridge that takes
you to 5t George-de-Reneins? Before 1835, people gossed the |
river 3aone by ferry. The first bridge was made of wood and wasa
toll bridge. The current bridge, made of aluminium alloy, was built
in 1973 and was the first of itz kind in France. One of its piles has

] @ You are now back on the quayside. This area was a3 souF:\e of |nsp|ra1;|un for another famous character of
15 : H e Montmerle, the cormmander Jean-Baptiste Tournassoud (1866 — 1951, grandfather of Midk Micheyl. Along
Mk ho eI Rk | Eer e s e e T e e with the Lumiere Brothers, he was one of the first autodchrome photographers. He is famous for his military

three flood-level markers: 17599, 1955 and 1956, e
) Allee du Parc to rejoin the Rue de Macon. Once you are on this road, have a - st sl e 0F the o6
lock at a little building on your left that looks derelict. It used to be the station images but he also took many photograp EEE
used by 3 train called 'Le Tacot' (The Banger) which travelled the line between Follow the quayside to the Chernin de ko Riviere just behing the mini gelf park. Take it and you will reach Rue de L
At number 12 Rue du Port, the presenmt hotel-restaurant Emile lob was once a highly Trevcﬂ: and Saint—Trivier—de—CmErta untﬁﬂ?e 1930< just mini goff| youl JOrL

The Castel de Valrose: this amazing house in Rue de Lyon was built in 1925, between the two World
Wars and at the beginning of the Art Deco movement. A fashionable architect of the pericd was
commissioned to design the house by a M. Seme, an industrialist from Lyon,who had d i=d to build
a second home in Monmmerle-sur-3aone, alread\r well-known for its peacefulness and good quality of
lifie. mmeuwmmwmmmmmhmw Lyon wiltake you to the docks.

popular dance hall called ‘Wuxkﬂll‘ complete with its own orchestra.
@(}n the Ieft just opposite the station at number 50 Rue de
Macon is a uge house covered in Virginia Creeper. This is Mick
eAt the Dorner of Rue du Port and Rue de Macon is a marker showing flood Micheyl's hOl-lS_E 5_'19_“'35 & palnterdecmat_or h'_EfC'f‘E becoming
levels in 1840, one of the main singing stars of French variety in the 1950s. In
1574 she became a soulptress working in steel, and is now well-
known in arbistic crcles. The house is on the Chemin des
Princes: walk aleng this road until you come to the Rue des

At number 25 Rue de Macon, look up and w@ke a few steps cﬁo
e In
Mimimes.

chrome wirgin and child are In-c-ll:Lng at you from the shelter uf thar nii
the wall.

We hope you have enjoyed your tour of the town.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for more information.




